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FILLING IN WHATS MISSING

INVITATION TO EDUCATORS AND TRAINERS

We are looking for partners, trainers and learners for our 
farmhouse project, to discovering the many disciplines and 
critical connections that will help set up our project learning 
environment. 
From the social sciences to the hard sciences. How the garden 
connects with science, physics, chemistry, geography, biology and 
so on. We want to teach architecture as a social subject as we live 
most of our lives in buildings and know little about them. We want 
to include as much community participation in the planning, build-
ing and documentation of the project as is possible. This work will 
help to establish an education policy for planning and developing 
our building and its eventual use.

We are inviting ideas from and offering fieldwork for students, 
tradespeople, members of the community with different skills and 
possibilities of mentoring young folk in teaching them new skills, 
through the process of  a real working idea. If you are a philoso-
pher, poet, writer, journalist, lawyer, broadcaster, or just interested 
in thinking afresh around a learning space and the imperative 
needs of 21st century communities. Think you can help. Please get 
in touch. 

Contact: info@citystrolls.com 
Website: A dedicated website is being developed for the project.  
Presently more info here:  
citystrolls.com/participatory-action-research-farmhouse-project

Part of the campaign to identify and restore Scotland’s Common Good Fund

We are happy to meet up with your group, department 
and individually, to answer questions, do a presentation 
and talk to you about our project for your general interest. 
Please forward to any other folk you think may be inter-
ested. Bob Hamilton Project coordinator
 



 PAR is distinct because:
 
• It is driven by participants (a group of people who have 
a stake in the issues being researched), rather than an outside 
sponsor, funder or academic (although they may be invited to 
help)

• It offers a democratic model of who can produce, own 
and use knowledge,

• It is collaborative at every stage, involving discussion, 
pooling skills and working together,

• It is intended to result in some action, change, or  
improvement on the issue being researched. This kind of  
research can be useful and applied to many other things that 
need discussed amongst the community. It sets up ways that 
folks concerns and opinions can be heard and how we can com-
municate these concerns to each other. And outside agencies.

 What is Participatory Action Research?

PAR is a form of collaborative research, education and  
action, used to gather information to use for change on social 
or environmental issues. It involves people who are concerned 
about or affected by an issue taking a leading role in producing 
and using knowledge about it.

 The Farmhouse Project

The farmhouse is a building that sits in the community gar-
den in Elder park Govan. The building is part of the Com-
mon Good Fund (Explained elsewhere) and has lain derelict 
for 30 years or so. The project to renovate the building as a 
resource centre has over the last few years taken on different 
approaches and attempts to bring the building back into com-
munity use. The purpose of the PAR project is to reinvigorate 
the project and to open up the discussion to the full potential 
of what this space not, only could be used for, but could rep-
resent symbolically within the community and beyond.

 Approaches and methods?

PAR is an approach to research. It is a set of principles and 
practices for originating, designing, conducting, analysing and 
acting on a piece of research. PAR is not a method. Within 
PAR projects, many different methods may be used – group 
discussion, interviews, diagramming, video, photography, art, 
surveys, mapping, the collection of environmental data, com-
puter analysis of datasets, etc.

 When would we use PAR?

If you want to gather and use information so that benefits 
come to the people it directly affects. PAR is used by a whole 
range of community groups and organisations (where people 
already know each other and/or work together), and also by 
groups that come together for the purposes of research and 
action on a particular issue.

A project to carry out research around the establishment 
of an Independent Resource Centre in Govan 
The first part of the  project of 2014 will be to perform a 
Participatory Action Research consultation with 
the community to broaden interest of this project in the 
wider community.


